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qut";u"s Musings

: Psalin 118:24 says, “This is the day the

LORD has made. We will rejoice and be glad
init.”

As I take some time to both look back and
look ahead, I am constantly amazed at how
God has worked in the life of our church.
Though not without our issues and concerns,
we must always remember that God is sover-
eign and He is in control.

I am currently reading a couple of history
books on Christianity and am currently in the
period of about 400 A.D., and once again
have found that one of the most consistent
aspects about history is its tendency to repeat
itself.

Knowing the outcomes of the recent UMC
General Conference should not have been a
surprise as there was more than sufficient evi-
dence to show what was going to happen
based on historical evidences, yet it ended
actually worse and faster than most anticipat-
ed.

The Rev. Dr. Scott Field, President of the
WCA, wrote about the events and titled his
article, “The United Methodist Church is No
More.” In that article he reported:

“The headline issues from the General Con-
ference are the approval of same-sex wed-
dings and marriages in local churches, the
regionalization of the denomination so that, as
one result, Africans, for example, have no
voice in the moral standards of the UMC in
the USA, training at all levels of the church in
gender fluidity and the intersectional discrimi-
nation of whiteness, homophobia, tran-
sphobia, and heteronormativity, preparation

for local churches to receive gay/lesbian pas-
tors, a re-statement of possible chargeable
offenses against clergy that removes the ex-
pectation of “celibacy in singleness and fideli-
ty in marriage”, and a closing off of any fur-
ther congregational disaffiliations in either the
USA or internationally.”

Yikes! While many are not surprised at the
removal of LGBT... stuff, who would have
thought that celibacy in singleness or fidelity
in marriage would have been removed!

Scott also noted that, “United Methodist laity
may be aware that major changes have been
approved but aren’t clear on what that will
mean to them in their local church. Some
bishops, recognizing that General Conference
aftershocks would rattle the ‘folks back
home,’ are attempting to get ahead of antici-
pated reactions with messages of assurance
that ‘nothing will really change.’ That is
simply, clearly, and unequivocally a misrepre-
sentation of the New UMC.” Nothing will
really change! This is more of the same we
have in that system for decades and as I noted
before, these things are results of many other
heresies within that system that included
things such as not believing Jesus is God.

However, remember that, “This is the day
the LORD has made. We will rejoice and
be glad in it.”




In another WCA article, The African delegates wrote a
statement that they wanted the UMC, the African people,
and the rest of the world to know:

“The postponed 2020 General Conference of The United
Methodist Church has changed the United Methodist def-
inition of marriage — not because the Bible has changed.
But because western culture has changed. At this Confer-
ence The United Methodist Church has chosen to follow
what pleases man instead of what pleases God...

“At a past General Conference, we Africans were told
that we spoke too loudly and that we should close our
mouths. After another General Conference a bishop said
we Africans need to grow up and think for ourselves. At
this conference many of us were not even provided with
the documents we needed to be present.

“One mainstream UMC leader wrote that The United
Methodist Church should be willing to lose Africa to ful-
fill its progressive agenda. It is hard for us to believe we
are valued as true brothers and sisters within The United
Methodist Church. It is difficult to trust that we are seen
as equal partners.

“The United Methodist Church has changed the defini-
tion of marriage. It now defines marriage differently from
what God created it to be in the beginning (Genesis 2:18,
23-25). It has changed the definition of marriage from
how Jesus described it in Matthew 19 as one man and
one woman.

“In Africa we do not believe we know better than Jesus.
We do not believe we know better than God. We do not
believe we know better than the Bible.

“We must now return to Africa and tell our people that

The General Conference did not listen to us, does not val- |

ue us as partners, and is willing to lose us to pursue its
liberal western agenda.

“In his sermon to this General Conference, a UM bishop
stated that if we cannot get on the UMC train and em-
brace its destination, we should leave. But what do we do
when the train has run over us and left our hearts bleed-
ing with sorrow and pain?

“We want the UMC to hear. We want our people in Afri-
ca to hear. We want the world to hear. We do not accept
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a change in the definition of marriage, and we will never
accept marriage as anything other than one man and one
woman, no matter what the Book of Discipline says. We
are devastated now to be part of a denomination that offi-
cially contradicts the Bible’s teaching on marriage and
sexual morality. We return to Africa with important deci-
sions to make regarding the future.

“Still, we go home full of hope, confident in Jesus, stand-
ing on the word of God, and determined to contend for
the faith once and for all delivered to the saints. We re-
turn to Africa where the church is growing, nonbelievers
are coming to faith and disciples are being made for the
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. To God be the glory!
Amen!”

What a remarkable and glorious statement! Thank God
for the faithfulness of the true Bible believing Christians
in Africa and around the world! And to that all I can say
is, thank God for the faithfulness of true Bible believing
Christians at St. Luke’s Methodist Church!

Our work is cut out for us and much of it is not easy.
Though we will continue to face issues and concerns we
know that God is sovereign and He is in control.

Thus I, and we can say, “This is the day the LORD has
made. We will rejoice and be glad in it.”

B T

Peace.

TRUST iN THE LORD

WiITH ALL YOUR HEART,
~ AND DO NOT RELY ON YOUR
~ OWN UNDERSTANDING;
N ALL YOUR WAYS KNOW HiM,
LL MAKE YOUR PATHS §7
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Our Shared Life as the Body of Christ

Make every effortto keep the u}lity of
the Spirit throughithe bond of peace.

- Ephesians 4:3 -

June 9th
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GRADUATE
RECOGNITION
SUNDAY
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FAMILY WORSHIP

Volunteer SlgnuD

Online June 30th @ 10am

For a donation of $5.00 or more, you
can help people through the St. Luke’s
REACH Fund in honor or memory of
your father or another loved one, and
on Father’s Day, we will publish the
Honor Roll of Fathers.

" THE RIGHTEOUS WHO WALKS
Forms/ donations due by June 10%. " [DI WIS TN TE G RITX
‘_. BLESSED ARE HIS
CHILDREN AFTER HIM!



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1FJIdhokJ8HotnIP0AFOG6WQwfxEhogJ4GNiMPz_rLs8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1FJIdhokJ8HotnIP0AFOG6WQwfxEhogJ4GNiMPz_rLs8/edit?usp=sharing
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St. Luke’s

Methodist
Church

July 22nd-26th
6pm-8pm
Dinner @ 5:30pm
Grades K-5

strive
for the things that

bring peace

and the things that

build each

other up.
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Summer Reading: A Grade-by-Grade
Recommended Reading List for Kids

JUSTIN TAYLOR —— MAY 24, 2018

e great Christian, and moral leader.”—The New York Times Book Review

e
Together

The Classic Exploration of Christian Community

DIETRICH BONHOEFFER

ald bc’impossible to overrate Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s importance as a disciple,

“It is true, of course, that what is an unspeakable
gift of God for the lonely individual is easily
disregarded and trodden under foot by those who
have the gift every day. It is easily forgotten that
the fellowship of the Christian brethren is a gift
of grace, a gift of the kingdom of God that any
day may be taken from us, that the time that still
separates us from utter loneliness may be brief
indeed. Therefore, let him who until now has had
the privilege of living a common Christian life
with other Christians praise God's grace from the
bottom of his heart. Let him thank God on his
knees and declare: It is grace, nothing but grace,
that we are allowed to live in community with
Christian brethren.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer



https://docs.google.com/document/d/16oeY2OcdkpFzdrvK1kw726CcF8EPAO5-jAImS4j45zk/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Together-Exploration-Christian-Community/dp/0060608528/ref=asc_df_0060608528/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=693499632194&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=4545726056845882553&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/summer-reading-grade-grade-recommended-reading-list-kids/

Prayer Concerns for June and July

Rogelio Rosado, Darren Cohee, Katelyn Thompson, Keliani Maloney, Eleanor Smith, Sylvia
Holland, Linda Turner, Lenore Retzolk, Amelia Cauffman, Ruth Moore, Bruce Hastings, Patsy
Biggers, John Resdin, Lauren Gedman, Michael Mumford, Patty Downes, Jason Lee, Mary Lynn
Meloni, Glenn Owen, and Owen Wise.

In sympathy to the family and friends of those who have passed away since our last
newsletter: Joe Shortall, Thomas Remley, Nora “Pinkey” Kirsch, Patti Butterworth, and Kevin
Menzel.

Prayers for those servin%hin the U.S. Military: Chelsea Bunker, Seth Gill, Gabe Griffith, Ethan
Lister, Teagan Lister, Matthew Parker, and Jake Schroeder.

To add names to any of our lists, we ask that you either call (410-479-2171), e-mail,
(stlukesdenton(@ gmail.com), or put a prayer card in the collection plate. Please be sure to
include your name and telephone number so that we can contact you regarding the status of the
person needing prayer; otherwise, the name will be removed after a few weeks.

The prayer team is continuing to remember many on our list who ask for prayer, but do not wish
to be on the public list. Please know that we try to honor all requests and often call for updates.
If someone has been in a stable situation in a nursing home or is homebound, please contact us if
that changes. Also, except for phone calls, please give information in writing, as there are too
many changes to remember otherwise.

Thank you for your care, concern, and prayer for our church family members and beyond!

The Vision of Making the Northeast GMC a Prayer-based Church

The future of the Northeast GMC is heavily dependent on our prayers.

The 31 members of the Northeast Transitional Conference Advisory Team met for the first time on May 1, 2023.
At that first meeting, the very first team formed was the Prayer Steering Team. We want to see every local church
of the Northeast GMC have a prayer point person and a prayer room. We want every local church of the North-
east GMC to be a praying church and every congregation to be a praying people.

The Northeast GMC could have great, wonderful ministries and well organized structures; however, if we stop
praying, those ministries and structures will eventually collapse.

Please pray for the Northeast GMC so that the vision of making the Northeast Continue Readin g
GMC as a prayer-based church will be fulfilled.



mailto:stlukes@goeaston.com
https://www.northeastgmc.org/devotionals/
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Visit Our Website for Up-to-Date Information!

e Get Weekly News & Worship ¢ Links to Sermons, Facebook
Bulletins & YouTube

o Info about Sunday School & « Monthly Newsletters

Youth Group e Calendars of Events

o Info about Special Events
and Services

e Forms

There are a variety of ways to use your gifts

and talents to serve God at St. Luke’s!

We need volunteers from the Ignite service

to lock-up the church starting in June,

people to help with VBS in July, as well as volunteers for our booth

at Summerfest in August.

Contact the office if you can help, or if you can serve as an Usher or
Liturgist at worship services, or serve on one of the Leadership

Committees. Findyour place to use your gifts!



https://www.stlukesdenton.org/
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Quarterly Meeting
Tuesday, June 11th @ 6:30pm

You are the light of the world?vgt k

others, that they may see your got

and glorify your Father in heaven. :

MATTHEW 5:14-16




THE VOICE

Wed Thur Fri

Sun Mon  Tues Sat
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
" . 10am P T
8:30 Traditional Worship 12pm AA 7pm AA am Frayer feam 9am Emmaus
9:40 Ignite Worship 5:30pm 1pm Cards of Group
11:00 Traditional Wor- Exercise Class 7pm Praise Comfort Reunion
ship Band Practice
7pm NA 5 :30p.m
Exercise
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
GRADUATE Office Closed 7pm AA g Office Open
RECOGNITION Y
12pm AA .
) : 6;30pm 5:30pm
8:30 Traditional Worship 5:30pm Women of Faith Exerocise
9:40 Ignite Worship Exercise Class
7pm Praise
7pm NA Band Practice
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
FATHER’S DAY o AA Tpm AA Office Closed | Office Closed
pm
HONOR ROLL 7pm Praise Band 10am 6:30pm
" . 5:30pm Practice Prayer Team Leader.shlp
8:30 Traditional Worship | =~ 5 Class | 7om Committees
9:40 Ignite Worship Cre)lroline County é: 30pm 7:30pm
7pm NA Right-to-Life Xercise Church
Meeting Council
23 24 25 26 27
Office
8:30 Traditional Worship |~ 12pm AA 7pm AA 10am Open
9:40 Ignite Worship ’ Prayer Team
5:30pm 7pm Praise Band
- Practice 5:30pm
Exercise Class Exercise
7pm NA
30 July 1
4 w * 3 ;" g o
« s
10:00 am ®

“Sth Sunday”
Worship




OFFICE CLOSED 12pm AA
JULY 1ST -JULY 4TH . |10am Prayer Team
7pm Praise
5:30pm Band Practice 1pm
Exercise Class Cards of Comfort
7pm NA 5:30pm Exercise
7 8 9 10 *l* x » ** 13
COMMUNION 12pm AA o ; ;)rarTneam 9am Emmaus
. . G
8:30 Traditional Worship 7pm AA Reflcr)llilgn
9:40 Ignite Worship 5:30pm . 5:30pm
Exercise Class BZEIIS Plgiltsise Exercise
7pm NA
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8:30 Traditional Worship 6:30
. . 7pm AA 10am ->Upm
9:40 Ignite Worship 12pm AA P Prayer Team Leadership
4:15pm Worship | 7pm Praise Band Committees
Team Practice 5:30pm
“ Exercise 7:30pm
7pm NA Church
Council
21 22 23 24 25 26
8:30 Traditional Worship 12pm AA Tpm AA 10am
9:40 Ignite Worship Prayer Team
5:30pm 7pm Praise Band
Exercise Class Practice 5:30pm
Exercise
VBS Monday-Friday 5:30pm—8:30pm
28 29 30 31 Aug. 1 2 3
REACH Sunday
8330 Trad1t10nal Worsh1p 12pm AA Tpm AA 10am
9:40 Ignite Worship 5:30pm Prayer Team
Y g Exercise Class 7pm Praise Band
7pm NA Practice 5:30pm
Exercise




B ] e
Father’s Day Honor Roll

For a donation of $5.00 or more, you
can help people through the St. Luke’s
REACH Fund in honor or memory of
yvour father or another loved one, and
on Father’s Day, we will publish the
Honor Roll of Fathers.

—

Please make checks payable to St. =3=° 3 S ST T
Luke’s Methodist Church and note e T:\,G : |T :;’: i;“é”.:'.%q“'.“-'i‘s‘
REACH on the memo line; you can drop | = SSALEETEE A TR

off your form & donations to the office B8 NGl L SRl

or put them in the offering plate.

Forms/ donations due by June 10™.

In memory of

Given by

In memory of

Given by

Six mission-oriented organizations benefit from your gifts
and 100% of every dollar you give is sent to support these mission projects.

His Hope Ministries (Denton)
Denton Child Development Center
Compass Hospice Foundation (Caroline County)
United Concerned Christians Samaritan House (Denton)
Board of Childcare/Denton Youth Home



2024 Graduate Information

For the publication on Graduate Sunday, June gth

Full Name of Graduate (from High School or College):

Bl

Will be attending Graduation Recognition Sunday on
June 9th, 2024 and would like to be recognized during:

8:30 a.m. service
9:40 a.m. service
Will not be able to attend

Please Print

Parents’ Name(s):

Graduating from:

Date of Graduation:

Achievements:

Future Plans:

Please return this form to the St. Luke’s Church office by Monday, June
3rd, with a current photo to be used in our graduate publication.

Email: stlukesdenton@gmail.com

Mail: 100 S. 5t Ave., Denton, MD 21629


mailto:stlukesdenton@gmail.com

St. Luke’s Methodist Church
A Global Methodist Church

100 S. 5th Avenue
Denton, Maryland 21629

Office Phone: 410-479-2171
Email: stlukesdenton@gmail.com

To:

THE VOICE
St. Luke’s Methodist Church
June/July 2024

St. Luke’s Staff
Rev. Daniel Gedman- Pastor

Director of Youth Ministries: Garrett Shull
Director of Ignite Praise Band: Alicia Weippert

Administrative Assistant: Carrie Soldano

Nursery Coordinator: Alex Penn

Visit St. Luke’s Online at www.stlukesdenton.org

or visit us on Facebook www.facebook.com/
Stlukesmethodist/

YouTube Channel www.youtube.com/channel/
UCGrQ5QHraky3SnEIDD8zY9A



mailto:stlukesdenton@gmail.com
https://www.stlukesdenton.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Stlukesmethodist/
https://www.facebook.com/Stlukesmethodist/
https://www.facebook.com/Stlukesumcdenton/
https://www.youtube.com/@saintlukesumc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGrQ5QHraky3SnEIDD8zY9A
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGrQ5QHraky3SnEIDD8zY9A

