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 Relationship is an in-
teresting subject. The vastness of the 
types and depths of relationships are 
seemingly endless.  They can range 
from a simple connection between 
two people who, for example, have 
the same college degree or profes-
sion, to simple associations such as a 
church denomination, to friendships 
of many levels, to the depth of rela-
tionship we have with our spouse and 
family. 

I often mention the im-
portance of being in relationship with 
God in my sermons. I believe it is 
worth another review as I think this 
is one of, if not the most important 
aspect of our faith. As a point of fact, 
this is an effort that must be continu-
ous. Just like our human relation-
ships, it takes desire and work. It re-
quires us to give of our time and en-
ergy. It requires a degree of selfless-
ness. Recall Jesus’ words in John 
14:7, “If you really knew me, you 
would know my Father as well,”   

followed by the warning Jesus gave in 
Matthew 7:21-23, “I never knew you. 

Away from me you evildoers.”  Of 
course, we know that Jesus knows them, 
he’s God.  The context compels us to un-
derstand that the lack of a personal rela-
tionship with Him is a big problem.  Ap-
parently, even doing great things like 
casting out demons, performing miracles, 
and prophesying in Jesus’ name is insuffi-
cient. If acts such as these won’t gain us 
entry into the kingdom of God, what will? 

  

When God   
called Jeremiah,  
he said, “before I 
formed you in the 
womb, I knew 
you.”  Notice the 
past tense form of 
the word “know.”  Psalm 139:16 states, 
“…your eyes saw my unformed body.” 
Biblical texts highlight the fact that God 
knew us, even before any chromosomal 
connections were made; before a single 
cell was formed.  He knew us and num-
bered our days before any part of our be-
ing came to be.  

The Bible also tells us that God 
has intimate knowledge of us including 
the depth of our character and soul. A 
part of Solomon’s prayer at the dedication 
of the Temple was, “… deal with each 
man according to all he does, since you 
know his heart (for you alone know the 
hearts of all men).”  
 

Musings from Pastor Dan 



 

 

 

God knows our hearts. (1 Kings 8:39).  He also 
knows those who are His servants (cf. 2 Samuel 
7:20; Nahum 1:7; 1 Chronicles 17:18) He keeps the 
lowly close to His thoughts, but only knows the 
proud from afar (Psalm 138:6). He knows our words 
before they are spoken (Psalm 139:4) and the dis-
tresses of our lives (Psalm 31:7). Even the hairs of 
our heads are numbered (Matthew 10:30).   

But what about our part of the relationship?  
To be sure, the connection must be made by us.  
God will not force a relationship with us.  He will 
not even bother us if we don’t want Him to.  I am 
fearful that too many feel they have a relationship 
with Jesus, but that relationship is nothing more 
than a casual knowledge based on some degree of 
theological understanding.  One of the deceptions 
perpetrated by contemporary Christianity is that all 
you need to do is believe upon His name and you 
will be saved.  This, of course, comes from John 
3:16.  However, the Greek term used for believe is 
“pisteuo.”  This is the verb form of the word for 
“faith,” meaning such belief is active. It is not just a 
simple agreement to an idea. 
 

But what about our part of the relationship?  
To be sure, the connection must be made by us.  
God will not force a relationship with us.  He will 
not even bother us if we don’t want Him to.  I am 
fearful that too many feel they have a relationship 
with Jesus, but that relationship is nothing more 
than a casual knowledge based on some degree of 
theological understanding.  One of the deceptions 
perpetrated by contemporary Christianity is that all 
you need to do is believe upon His name and you 
will be saved.  This, of course, comes from John 
3:16.  However, the Greek term used for believe is 
“pisteuo.”  This is the verb form of the word for 
“faith,” meaning such belief is active. It is not just a 
simple agreement to an idea. 

 
Many of us are familiar with the picture of 

Jesus knocking at the door.  The idea is that Jesus is 
knocking at the door of our heart and all we need to 
do is open that door, ostensibly to let Him in, and 
we will be saved.   However, too many open the 
door, then tell Jesus to have a seat on the porch.  We 
don’t invite him in to build that relationship.  For 
others, they will invite him in only to have him wait 
in the foyer.  Thus, they start the relationship, but it 
quickly stagnates. We simply must do better.         

 

 
Our relationship with Jesus must be active. 

We must practice His presence. We must stop giv-
ing God the leftovers. If we were as concerned with 
our relationship with God as we are with our homes, 
businesses, our income, or any worldly thing, our 
spirituality would advance beyond anything imagi-
nable and we would find, curiously enough, that all 
of the worldly things will still be taken care of.  We 
will still have the time to do those things as God 
will gift us with greater ability to accomplish them.  
So, we do not have to choose one against the other.  
We can do both, but the priority must shift.   

 
One of the most powerful practices we can 

put into place is to be in constant communication 
with God.  The Bible tells us to pray never-
ceasingly, but what exactly does that mean?  I like 
how Henri Nouwen, from his book, The Only Nec-
essary Thing puts it: “To pray unceasingly…means 
to think and live in the presence of God.  A soon as 
we begin to divide our thoughts into thoughts about 
God and thoughts about people and events, we re-
move God from our daily life to a pious little niche 
when we can think pious thoughts and experience 
pious feelings. 

 
“Prayer is not introspection.  It is not scrupu-

lous, inward-looking analysis of our own thoughts 
and feelings but a careful attentiveness to the one 
who invites us to an unceasing conversation. Prayer 
is the presentation of all thoughts—reflective 
thoughts as well as daydreams and night dreams—to 
our loving Father so that God can see them and re-
spond to them with divine compassion.  Prayer is 
the joyful affirmation that God knows our minds 
and hearts and that nothing is hidden from God.” 

 
Pray along with me, these verses from Psalm 

139:1-3; 23-24. “O LORD, you have searched me 
and you know me. You know when I sit and when I 
rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.  You dis-
cern my going out and my lying down; you are fa-
miliar with all my ways.  Search me O God and 
know my heart; test me and know my anxious 
thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting.” 
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Our Shared Life  

As the Body of Christ 
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Sunday, 
Sept 11th 

After 
10am 
Service 

Sat, Sept 3rd, at 8am  UMW Meeting 

Tuesday, Sept. 6th @ 
6:30pm 

 

All St. Luke’s women are 
invited! 

 

Faith * Hope 
Love in Action 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Growing in Faith from Birth through Adulthood 
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Fall Programs Starting  
Sunday, September 18th 

 

Children’s Chapel  

   & Cherub Choir           9:30am 
 

Sunday School (PreK-12th Grades) 

             9:45am 

 

Adult Sunday School & Bible Study 

              9:30am 
 

Youth Fellowship Kick-off—Family Night 

 Sunday, Sept. 25th, 5pm-7pm 
 

Weekly Youth Fellowship       5pm-7pm   
(starting Oct 2nd) 

Join our amazing team  

of teachers!   
We are seeking a teacher for  

The 1st & 2nd grade class.  
 

Contact Pastor Dan or  

the office for more information.  
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                Welcome to Youth Ministry, Garret Shull! 

The St. Luke’s Leadership Team and Pastor Dan are pleased to announce the 

hiring of a Director of Youth Ministry, Mr. Garrett Shull, and would like to in-

troduce him, as well as a bit about the vision for the Youth Programs he will 

oversee at St. Luke’s. 

Garrett is what we call “home grown” -  He was baptized and confirmed at St. 

Luke’s and also attended Sunday School here.  He attends the 8:30 service regu-

larly, although you will begin to see him at other services as well, and is the Transportation Coordinator for 

Caroline County Public Schools.  He has been meeting with the Youth Development Team for about two 

months making preparations to kick-off programs for our youth for the 2022-2023 school year, and has im-

pressed everyone on that team with his ability to craft a clear vision for our youth programs and then mobi-

lize people and resources in order to start the process of turning this vision into a reality. (And his clear vi-

sion is also a direct result of your many survey responses, so thank you!) 

Our Youth programs will “kick-off” on Sept. 25th with a Family Fall Festival (5-7pm) and after that, Mid-

dle and High School Youth will meet weekly on Sunday evenings at 5pm.  Garrett, Pastor Dan, and a num-

ber of assistants will meet with the MS and HS separately as they begin to foster mentor relationships and 

get to know the youth well enough to guide them in how to understand and apply their faith in Jesus Christ 

to everyday life. There will be worship and scripture and discussions, as well as food and lots of fun.  The 

goal is to create a safe place where youth can form healthy relationships with mentors and one another, a 

community that can learn about and practice what it “looks like” to be a disciple of Christ who loves God 

and loves one’s neighbor.  They will be involved in service opportunities, local special events for youth, and 

hopefully attend at least one faith-based rally.  

Please say hello to Garrett when you see him, and pray faithfully for our youth programs. If you are interest-

ed in supporting this ministry, please contact Garrett through the office email. 

                  “Be Shepherds of God’s Flock…” 

For years, we have kept track of our parishioners who are no longer able 

to physically come to church but still need the vital connection with and 

care from their family at church - We want them to know they are not 

alone.  One way we do this is through our Prayer Team and Chain, and 

another is through the “Comfort and Cards” ministry, which meets once a month to send cards of        

encouragement.  

This fall we will expand into a  Pastoral Care Ministry, a team of people who will make phone calls 

and visit those who are homebound or in senior living communities.  We are seeking volunteers to 

join this important work of compassion and connection.  (Pastoral Care training will be provided)  

Please contact either Pastor Dan or the office to volunteer or to get more information. 
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O Savior, Sanctifier, and Healer,  

we intercede for  

our sisters and brothers.  

In this season of suffering, we pray that  

recovery will come speedily.  

May this be a time  

when their faith is strengthened,  

their endurance and the fruit of the Spirit 

grow abundantly,  

and where their outlook becomes  

a confident and cheerful  

expectation of Your healing.  

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.  

Prayer Concerns  for September 2022 

Marty Webster, Teachers and Students, Emmary Sweeney, Lynn Gulrich, Marie Payne, 

Marty Harris, Owen Wevodau, Pastor Larry and Brenda Pritchett, Kay Koenig, Kimberly 

Wooters, Jason Lee, Grace Clopper, Wanda Ewing, Chelsea Abrams, Pat Browne, Amy 

Clopper, Joe Thomas, Lisa Barge,, AJ Mason, Sandy Stubbs, Janet Bassford, Glenn and 

Cricket Williams, Freddie Adams, Jr, Jimmy and Diane Johnson, Tina Kenney, Grea Curtis, 

Alan Flynn, Pastor Greg Barrier, Potsy and Kelly Kemp, our country, and the people of 

Ukraine. 
 

Sympathy to the family and friends of those who have passed away since the June issue 

of the Voice including Louise Scott, Margie Knight, Grady Maxwell Bridges, and        

Lynda Pennell 
 

Prayers for those serving in the U.S. Military: John Biddle, Chelsea Bunker, Seth Gill, 

Ethan Lister, Teagan Lister, Matthew Parker, and Andrew Robbins. 

 

To add names to our prayer lists, we ask that you either call (410-479-2171), e-mail 

(stlukesdenton@gmail.com), or drop-off/mail to 100 South 5th Avenue, Denton.  Please 

be sure to include your name and telephone number so that we can contact you regard-

ing the status of the person needing prayer; otherwise, the name will be removed after a 

couple of months . 

Thanks for your care, concerns, and prayers  

for our church family members and beyond! 

. 



 

 

         
                            

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       

 
Regular 

Office Hours  
Mon.—Thurs. 

9am—4pm 
 

(Closed 12-1pm  
for Lunch) 

   
 

 

1 2 3 
 

8am Men’s 
Breakfast 

4 
 

COMMUNION 
 
 
 

8:30  Trad’l Worship  
9:40 Ignite Worship 
11:00 Trad’l Worship  
 

5 
 

LABOR DAY 
Office Closed 

 

12pm AA 
5:30pm           
Exercise 
7:30pm NA 

6 
 

 
6:30pm  

UMW Meeting 
 

7pm AA 
 
 

 

7 
 
 

10am Prayer Team 
1pm Cards of Care 
5:30pm Exercise 
7pm Praise Band  
 

8 
 

9 10 
 

11 
 

 
10am  
Worship Service 
 
11am Church Picnic 
 
 

12 
 
 
12pm AA 
5:30pm          
Exercise 
7:30pm NA 

13 
 
 

7pm AA 

14 
 
 

10am Prayer Team 
5:30pm Exercise 
7pm Praise Band  
7:30 pm Choir 
 

15 
 
 
 
7:30pm 
Leadership 
Meeting 

16 
 

 
 
 

17 
 

 

18 
 
 

8:30  Trad’l Worship 
9:30 Adult SS Class  
9:30 Children’s Chapel &                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Cherub Choir 
9:40 Ignite Worship 
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Trad’l Worship 
 

19 
 
 

12pm AA 
5:30 Exercise 
7:30pm NA 

20 
 
 

7pm AA 
 
 

21 
 
 

10am Prayer Team 
5:30pm Exercise 
7pm Praise Band  
 

22 
 
 
 

23 
 

Voice       
Deadline 

24 
 

25 
8:30  Trad’l Worship 
9:30 Adult SS Class  
9:30 Children’s Chapel &                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Cherub Choir 
9:40 Ignite Worship 
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Trad’l Worship 
5-7pm Fall Family Event 

 26 
 

12pm AA 
5:30pExercise 
7:30pm NA 

 
 

27 
 

7pm AA 

28 
 

10am Prayer Team 
5:30pm Exercise 
7pm Praise Band  

29 30  
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Summary of Leadership Meeting 8/18/2022 
 

Team Reports:  
 

Property and Investment Management 

• Listing agreement for parsonage has been signed with a realtor; listing parsonage at 
$374,900 with Realtor Andy Beaven 

• Realtor recommended a number of repairs before listing (Mark Beaven will do repairs) 

• Monies from sale of Parsonage will be put in separate interest-bearing acct .  Interest for pastor yearly 
housing; principle only to buy pastor housing. 

• Discussed our new security system and how to best adapt it to people who need to get into the building who do 
not have a card. Carrie will call Safehouse and get suggestions and report back at the next meeting. 

• Rex Landscaping will get someone to spray the weeds in the parking lot; will get a bill 

• New AC installed in Kitchen in June. 

• George’s Green Thumb did spring clean-up. 

• Discussed plowing over winter. 
 

Mission and Ministry Team (Did not meet but reports sent via email) 
 

Fund Management Team 

• Pastor Dan went over budget (St. Luke’s financial health remains good.) 

• Linda Turner went over funds in Special Accounts funds. 

• Carrie Soldano went over Memorial funds. 
 

Staff Parish Relations Team 

• Job Description has been finalized for Youth Director. 

• Pastor Dan confirmed he is staying through the next year. 

• Discussed salaries for next year. 
 

New Business:   
 

Picnic Sept 11th 

• Grills on Wheels will cater and we will need a count so we need to send out RSVP 

• No covered dishes need to be brought/need to send out information in all church communications  

• We will do beverages  

• Carrie & Barbara will help Jody with set up and decor 
 

Simple Fiber 

• Discussed an offer to switch to fiber optics for internet & phone service for about the same as Comcast .  Better 
upload & download speed and potential for better bandwidth, not impacted by weather, VOIP options 

• Motion made by Garrett to move forward with the fiber optic plan and upgrade phone system; Jim Orr seconded 
 

Charge Conference has been scheduled  Oct 27th 6pm 
 

Congregational Meetings in October 

• It has been decided to hold congregational meetings at a variety of times (day/evening/weekend) to let people 
know what is going on in the conference (where we are with issues dividing UMC, what is going on within the 
conference, continued info meetings as events develop with litigation) 

• We will put out information in all church communications in the end of September about purpose and times of 
meetings 

 

Youth Ministry Report 

• Strong developmental team and biggest need is to ensure enough assistants for weekly meetings  

• Will start with MS & HS groups to start and expand to younger students if able 

• Will do some big events for all kids and family (Halloween, Christmas, family events) 
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR MUSCIANS! 
 

Chancel Choir Volunteers 

Ignite Praise Band 

 

Soloists: 

John Webster 

Tracy Berrigan 

Ruth Hynson-Palmer 

Charlie Poukish 

Erin Bradley 

Joanna Schoonover 

Ty Parker 

Brooke Haught 

Dean & Gwendolyn Davis 

Becky Zinser 

 

Thank you for providing music  

for our services at St. Luke’s  

throughout the summer. 

We have been blessed! 

 

 

 

 

 
Join Us to Sing Unto the Lord! 

 
Choirs are resuming rehearsals starting 
Wednesday, September 7th,and we want to 
extend an invitation to all in the St. Luke’s 
family to join the Choir—There is always 
room in our choir for you!  
 
Please call Becky Zinser: 
H: 410-479-2054 
C: 410-200-8929 

 
Choir information 

 

Bells of Praise play one Sunday a month 
and rehearse every Wednesday evening in the 
sanctuary from 6pm to 7:30 pm.  If you can 
read music, we would love to have you join 
us.  High School students would be great     
additions to this choir.  And substitute bell 
players are always welcome.   
 
Chancel Choir is open to adults and high 
school students, as well.  We rehearse 
Wednesday evenings from 7:30pm to 9pm in 
the sanctuary.  The ability to read music is 
not a prerequisite.  We learn together, strong 
and weak alike.  Chancel Choir sings every 
Sunday at the 11am service from September 
through the first couple of Sundays in June. 
 
 
Back-to-Choir Night for Bells of Praise 
and Chancel Choir will take place on 
Wednesday, September 8th.  Here is the 
schedule for that evening: 
 
          Bell Rehearsal - 6-7pm 
          Potluck Supper in Rooms 1 & 3 - 7-8pm 
          Chancel Choir Rehearsal - 8-9pm 
 
If you would like to simply observe rehears-
als, you are always welcome! 

 
Becky Zinser, Director of Music 

Music Notes 



 

 

To all our Summerfest Volunteers!! 

We are so grateful for the outpouring of support from the St. Luke’s family in making 
our Summerfest booth a successful “light” to the community!  You helped to set-up and 
break-down tents and tables, painted at least a hundred of faces (we had lines of kids 
at our booth!),  blew up 200 balloons, greeted passers-by with warm smiles, giving out 
St. Luke’s pens and brochures and talking about our ministries, and generally had a fun 
time.  #soblessed 

 

 

 

Pastor Dan & Missy Gedman 

Denny Weaver 

Garrett Shull 

Jim Orr 

Carrie Soldano 

Frannie & Charlie Ireland 

Cindy Nicklin 

Alicia Weippert & AJ  Mason 

Amanda & Chuck Dean 

Becky Manship 

Patti Thomason 

Karen & Wade Hignutt 

Brooke & Robin Haught 

Jody Herb 

Patti Burton 

Linda Parsons 

Tara Hatch 

Heather, Mark, & Julia Beaven 

Sheila Davis 

Steven Anthony 
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