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The Season of Lent and 
Wesleyan Practical Divinity 
By Keith Turner - 
https://seedbed.com/the-season-of-lent-and
-wesleyan-practical-divinity/

In 1790, just one year before his death, 
John Wesley compiled what he titled A 
Collection of Hymns for the Use of the 
People Called Methodists. While the 
poetry included in the hymnal is nothing 
short of a grandiose combination of 
beauty and rich theology, Wesley saw 
the collection as having a distinct pur-
pose. He writes in the preface: 

The [hymn-book] is large enough to con-
tain all the important truths of our most 
holy religion, whether speculative or 
practical; yea, to illustrate them all, and 
to prove them both by Scripture and rea-
son. … So that this book is in effect a 
little body of experimental and practical 
divinity. 

In other words, for Wesley, the hymnal 
was a theology textbook! But unlike 
Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Reli-
gion or Luther’s Small Catechism, Wes-
ley saw theology as not something meant 
to be kept in the likes of an ivory tower. 
Rather, the faith of the Church is meant 
to be lived out, both in corporate wor-
ship and in the everyday life of the be-
liever. Perhaps this conviction is why 
William Willimon writes in his book, 
United Methodist Beliefs: A Brief Intro-
duction, “John Wesley praised theology 
that was “practical,” that is, belief put 
into practice, belief in motion. Doctrine 
ought to be performed as a sign of our 
faith in a Lord who invited and com-
manded, “Follow me.” 

Wesleyan theology in all its various expres-
sions yet in its truest form holds in careful 
balance its inward and the outward—the 
internal and the external—components. It 
holds tremendous value in both the warmed 
heart and the strong social witness. Yet 
Wesley consistently feared the fires of the 
Methodist revival would eventually become 
cooled. Thus, Methodism would lose its 
fervor and join the ranks of any and every 
other institutional religious expression. The 
flame God’s Spirit ignited was in danger of 
being extinguished by complacent religiosi-
ty. Such sentiments are identified in Wes-
ley’s Sermon 116, “Causes of the Inefficacy 
of Christianity.” The sermon was delivered 
in Dublin in 1789. In it, Wesley asks: 

Why then are not these altogether Chris-
tians, who have both Christian doctrine and 
Christian discipline, why is not the spiritual 
health of the people called Methodists re-
covered? Why is not all that “mind in us 
which was also in Christ Jesus?” Why have 
we not learned of him our very first lesson, 
to be meek and lowly of heart, to say with 
him, in all circumstances of life, “Not as I 
will, but as thou wilt. I come not to do my 
own will, but the will of him that sent me?” 
Why are we not “crucified to the world, and 
the world crucified to us,” – dead to the 
“desire of the flesh, the desire of the eye, 
and the pride of life?” Why do not all of us 
live “the life that is hid with Christ in God? 

Undoubtedly, Wesley’s words are timeless. 
The dangers over which he fretted still loom 
over those who would call themselves 
Methodist or Wesleyan today. He was con-
sistent to distinguish between “real” and 
“formal” religion, or as he was wont to put 
it, “the power of God” versus the “form of 
godliness.” While we may say we desire 
and pray for the real religion of the power 
of God, our personal lives and our churches 
often resemble the formalities of godliness 
yet denying God’s power among us. 



 

The season of Lent is a wonderful liturgical season 
to reverse these trends both in our individual lives 
and in our shared lives together. It is a season for 
Methodists and Wesleyans of all kinds to flex their 
practical divinity muscles. Lent is, in short, forty days 
of practical divinity, of putting our beliefs into mo-
tion! The practices of fasting, prayer, almsgiving, and 
study are the traditional Lenten disciplines. But Wes-
ley required these disciplines for those who would 
call themselves Methodists. 

So why then do we engage in these disciplines? The 
austerity of the season aside, Lent is not merely a sea-
son of deprivation. If we are only depriving ourselves 
of some sort of good for the sake of the season, we 
have missed the whole point. Giving up chocolate or 
alcohol will not intrinsically draw us closer to God. 
We are not talking about fool-proof guarantees!  

No, Lent is also a season of reception. We fast and 
pray so that we may receive what God desires to 
give us. We study so that we may learn from Jesus 
as we follow him from the wilderness temptation to 
the cross to the Resurrection. We give of ourselves 
to others, because what we receive during Lent is 
not meant for us to keep. Indeed, the words of Je-
sus are true, “It is more blessed to give, than to re-
ceive. (Acts 20:35)” 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The apostle Paul writes to the Corinthian Church, 
“Because we have [Christ’s] promises, dear friends, 
let us cleanse ourselves from everything that can de-
file our body or spirit. And let us work toward com-
plete holiness because we fear God. (2 Corinthians 
7:1, NLT)” The invitation Paul gives to the Corinthi-
ans is our invitation to the Lenten season. We, too, are 
called to allow the Holy Spirit to perform the cleans-
ing work, removing all outward and inward sin. Such 
cleansing frees us to go on to complete holiness in the 
fear of God. 

Therefore, the questions stand before us. How will 
you let the Holy Spirit guide you during this season of 
Lent? More importantly, how will you let him make 
your theology practical? 

As we walk through another Lent, we do so discern-
ing the will of God, following Jesus to the cross and 
the empty tomb, and availing ourselves to the pres-
ence and power of the Spirit. In doing so, we may see 
the fires of the Methodist revival be rekindled again. 
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Wesleyan theology is a great gift to the Body of 
Christ, but we Wesleyans are called to make it 
practical, to put it into practice, and to set our 
beliefs into motion. Then, the world may very 
well catch a glimpse of the beauty of the Meth-
odist/Wesleyan movement. 
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One of primary things we do to “be” the Body of Jesus Christ is we worship together weekly, 
and we partake in Holy Communion together monthly.  But there are other things we can 
do together to both “be” and also build up the Body of Christ and to serve others in His Name—We 
can serve, study, pray, and fellowship together.  Here are some upcoming opportunities 
for you to gather with and support your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Our Shared Life  

Page 4 T H E  V O I C E  

Saturday, March 5th  

at 8:30 am 

Contact the office to be put  on the 

prayer chain (by text or email) 

Community Bible Study 

An Impact Group to start a  

Community Bible Study 

on the Eastern Shore 
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Looking for an unplugged environment where your camper will build their faith, 

character and independence? Allow them to experience genuine, inclusive community 

at Camp Pecometh's Christian summer camps. Living our mission of God-inspired, life-

changing experiences, campers make memories for a lifetime and come back year after 

year.  

From day camps to half and full weeks of overnight camps for  

Kindergarten through 11th grade, there's a program for all interests.  

 

https://www.pecometh.org/christian-summer-camp-program-descriptions  

             

        Camp 

quest       

Camp 

If you are interested in a Camp Scholarship from St. Luke’s 
that covers 50% of the cost, please register your child(ren) for 

a camp session, pay the registration fee, and return a Scholar-
ship Request Form to Pastor Dan or the office.  Scholarships 
are granted on a “first come” basis.  For more information 
about camps offered and registration, visit the Pecometh web-
site at www.pecometh.org. 
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Prayer for the Sick 

Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and 

healing all, we ask You to bless our friends 

who are sick.  Give them the strength in body, 

courage in spirit, and patience in pain. 
 

Let them recover their health, so that, re-

stored to the Christian community, they may 

joyfully praise Your name, for You live and 

reign for ever and ever. Amen  

Almighty God, we pray that Names may be com-

forted in their suffering and made whole. 

     When they are afraid, give them courage; 

     when they feel weak, grant them your 

strength; 

     when they are afflicted, afford them patience; 

     when they are lost, offer them hope; 

     when they are alone, move us to their side; 

     In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.  

(The United Methodist Book of Worship #621)  

Below you will find two prayers to use if they are helpful as you pray for the people on our 
parish list of concerns. Even if you do not know someone on our list personally, God knows 
each and every one of them, and when you pray, He hears and responds. 

Parish Concerns:  Pastor Dan and Missy Gedman, Kathy Nemcek, Glenn and Cricket 
Williams, Jean Dean, Sharon Eaton, Sam Ficht, Donny Walters, Gene Wood, Emily 
Bowen, Rob Cohee,  Phil Chavez and his family, Grea Curtis, Sheila Orr, Caroline Cous-
ey, Martin Retzolk, Clarence Smith, Alan Flynn, Beth Homesley, Owen Wevodau, Dale 
Nygren, Donna Fuss, Ann Shuler, Lisa Williams, Hayden Plutchak, Sonny Callahan, 
Bruce Hastings, Pastor Greg Barrier, Annistan Roten, Potsy Kemp, David Nagel, Ryan 
and Mike Alexander, Helen Vogt, Hollis Cantwell, Sylvia Holland, Lisa Barge, Carol 
Stockley, Hayden Semans, Conrad Rosemere, Elaine Friel, Sarah Price, Kay Koenig, 
and our country.  

In sympathy to the families and friends of Judy Allen, Norman Hickman, Laura 
Lloyd, Phyllis Ann Trice, Alice Tribbett, Juan Travino, and Perry Butler. 

Please always keep in prayer those who serve in the military, including:  
John Biddle, Jake Brown, Chelsea Bunker, Seth Gill, Brockman Harris, Ethan Lister, JR 
Mann, Mitchell Mann, Justin Moore, Matthew Parker, Andrew Robbins, Dale Tuel, & 
James Wright. 



 

Power and Prayer and Thanks to God 
By Laura Patrick 

 

Hello, St. Luke’s family!  You may have seen on the 
weekly schedule each Wednesday that the “Prayer 
Team” meets from 10am to 11am ( or sometimes 
12pm!)  This time with fellow prayer warriors Ms. 
Mary Turkington and Mrs. Lenore Retzolk has truly 
changed my life,  and I would like to share with you a 
taste of the joy from our prayer team experiences. 

We pray for all those on our prayer list - For those that 
have contacted the church to request prayer and for 
those whose needs have been forwarded to us by Pas-

tor Dan, the office, or from one of you during the worship service. I look forward to each 
Wednesday so much and wait in anticipation for the miracles that happen at St. Luke’s.  We 
have witnessed cancer being put in remission, those with addictions getting help, people who 
have never believed in or reached out to God being saved and now praying daily, and those in 
need of relief from everyday anxieties and woes finding peace and closeness with God. Not only 
do we pray for God’s help, but we also thank and praise Him for all He has done for so many. 
Thanking God each day for all he does for us is an important part of prayer.   

Mary and Lenore are true inspiration to me – God is the center of their lives.  They have taught 
me patience, that it sometimes takes time for prayers to be answered and that when we ask 
God for help, it is to be in His time, and His solution may be different from ours.  When we pray 
for seriously ill people, we ask God for His Mercy and comfort for them, and that if it His will, 
they will recover and live; but sometimes God is calling them home and it is the only way they 
can be at peace, and we thank God for this too. We want to pray in a way that demonstrates to 
God that we want to do His Will, His Way. 

The world is ever-changing and some days it seems things are not going well.  Please know that 
prayer and daily thanksgiving to God for what God does give you gives you peace truly beyond 
understanding. 

We know many of you work and cannot attend prayer 
time on Wednesday morning, BUT if you would like to 
be in our “Prayer Chain” (text or email chain), we would 
love to include you.  If you would like to participate, let 
the Church office know. We will get the prayer chain 
started in the next month! 

Our prayer team will pray, Church Family, that you find in 
your prayer time the same true peace we find, and know 
that you are never alone.  We are here to pray for you! 

God Bless! 

Stay tuned for monthly updates with our joys and answered prayers! 
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Growing in Faith from Birth through Adulthood 

 

 
 

As we look forward to preparing for National Collection Week 

again this fall,  we invite you to consider including handmade gifts 

to donate to our packing party for Boys, ages 10-14. 

 However, you don’t have to be gifted with your hands to put to-

gether something special. Some ideas would be including small 

drawstring bags for marbles or Tic-Tac-Toe games.  Try cutting 

lengths of clothesline, put together with some clothespins into a zip-

lock bag.  

 See the Year-round Idea Calendar for more  ideas to pack into 

‘Gospel Opportunity’ boxes. 

Mary Robbins, Project Leader 

 

 

New studies and devotionals for Lent 
From the UMC Resource Center 

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/new-
studies-devotionals-for-lent 

Operation Christmas Child 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       
 

 
 
 
 
 

1. 2 
 
10am Prayer Team 
 
6:30 Ash     
Wednesday       
Service 

3 
 
6:30 Boy 
Scouts 

4 5 
 

7:30am Men’s 
Breakfast 

6 
 

      
8:30  Trad’l Worship  
9:30 Sunday School 
9:40 Ignite Worship 
11:00 Trad’l Worship  

7 
 

12pm AA 
5:30pm           
Exercise 
7:30pm NA 

8 
 
   7pm AA 

9 
 

10am Prayer Team 
5:30pm Exercise 
6pm Bells  
7pm Praise Band  
7:30pm Choir 

10 
 

6:30pm Boy 
Scouts 

11 12 
 
 
 

13 
 

 
8:30  Trad’l Worship  
9:30 Sunday School 
9:40 Ignite Worship 
11:00 Trad’l Worship  

14 
 
 
12pm AA 
5:30pm          
Exercise 
7:30pm NA 

15 
 

 
     7pm AA 

16 
 

10am Prayer Team 
5:30pm Exercise 
6pm Bells  
7pm Praise Band  
7:30pm Choir 

17 
 

6:30pm Boy 
Scouts 
 
7:30 Church 
Council 

18 
 
 

19 
 
8:30am        Dis-
trict Laity Zoom 
Mtg  

20 
 

 

8:30  Trad’l Worship  
9:30 Sunday School 
9:40 Ignite Worship 
11:00 Trad’l Worship  

21 
 
 

12pm AA 
5:30pm      
Exercise 
7:30pm NA 

22 
 

 
 
7pm AA 
 
 

23 
 

10am Prayer Team 
5:30pm Exercise 
6pm Bells  
7pm Praise Band  
7:30pm Choir 

24 
 

6:30pm Boy 
Scouts 

25 
 

Voice Deadline 

26 
 

27 
 

8:30  Trad’l Worship  
9:30 Sunday School 
9:40 Ignite Worship 
11:00 Trad’l Worship  

 28 
 

12pm AA 
5:30pm      
Exercise 
7:30pm NA 

 
 

29 
 

7pm AA 

30 

 
10am Prayer Team 
5:30pm Exercise 
6pm Bells  
7pm Praise Band  
7:30pm Choir 

31 
 

6:30pm Boy 
Scouts 
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UMW News  

If you would like to be involved 

with the United Methodist 

Women, our next meeting will 

be held on April 12 at 

6:30.  All St. Luke’s women 

are invited to join!  



 

         Easter Lilies 202 

The Flower Committee of St. Luke's United Methodist 
Women is taking orders for Easter Lilies to beautify the 
chancel area of the sanctuary for Easter Sunday, April 
17th .  The cost for each  (4 to 6 bloom) plant is $12.00.  
Please make your check payable to: U.M.W. of St. 
Luke’s and include it with your order.  You may place 
your order in the offering plate or bring or mail it to: St. 
Luke's U. M. Church, 100 S. Fifth Ave., Denton, MD 
21629.   

Orders must be in by Tuesday, April 5th. You may 
take your lily home following 11:00 a.m. worship on 
Easter Sunday. Please let us know if you will NOT be 
picking up your plants.  

 

 

How many plants? _____________ Total Cost _____________ 

 

Your Name____________________________________________________  

 

Phone number______________________________ 

 

Given in memory of : 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Given by:_______________________________________________________ 

 

Given in honor of: 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Given by:________________________________________________________ 

 

 

(If you have any questions, please call Becky Manship at 410-310-4065 ) 
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Parish Prayer Concerns  

Sandy Stubbs, Baby Eli Hanes, Florence Brewer (wife of former pastor), Carrie Abrams, Shirley 
Lee, Kathy Nemcek, Sharon Eaton, Gene Wood, Rob Cohee, Sam Ficht, Donny Walters, Emily 
Bowen, Paul Chavez and family, Glenn and Crickett Williams, Grea Curtis, Sheila Orr, Martin 
Retzolk, Clarence Smith, Alan Flynn, Beth Homesley, Pastor Larry and Brenda Pritchett, Owen 
Wevodau, Dale Nygren, Donna Fuss, Margaret Ann Shuler, Lisa Williams, Hayden Plutchak, 
Sonny and Nancy Callahan, Bruce Hastings, Pastor Greg Barrier, Annistan Roten, Potsy Kemp, 
David Nagel, Cricket and Glenn Williams, Ryan and Mike Alexander, Helen Vogt, Hollis 
Cantwell, Archie Carroll, Sylvia Holland, Alan and Gloria Vandam, Lisa Barge, Carol Stockley, 
Hayden Semans, Conrad Rosemere, Elaine Friel, and Sarah Price, Kay Koenig, and our country. 

Our sympathies to the family and friends of those who have passed away since the February 
issue of the Voice: Kyle Richards, Zack Little, Ronnie Steenken, Jamar Thomas, Laura Lloyd, 
Phyllis Ann Trice, Perry Butler, Mervin Pentz, Alice Tribbett, Norman Hickman, Jim Spicher, 
Juan Trevino,  Donald Bogert, Judy Allen, Lois (Slaughter) Usilton,  and Shirley Lee. 

Prayers for those serving in the U.S. Military:  John Biddle, Chelsea Bunker, Seth Gill, Ethan 
Lister, JR Mann, Mitchell Mann, Matthew Parker, and Andrew Robbins. 

Brockman Harris, Justin Moore, Dale Tuel, and James Wright are service men with whom 
we have no contact and therefore are unaware of their status with the military.  If you 
know any of these individuals, would you please contact the church office and let us 
know if they are still in the military.  If we do not hear from any one, we will be removing 
them from our list.  Also, if you have a loved one or friend in the military that you would 
like to have included in our list, please let us know. We owe so much to these people 
sacrifice themselves for our country and freedoms, we want to be sure we pray for all 
those who would want to be included. 

To add names to any of our lists, we ask that you either call (410-479-2171), e-mail 
(stlukes@goeaston.com), or drop-off/mail to 100 South 5th Avenue, Denton.  Please be sure to 
include your name and telephone number so that we can contact you regarding the status of 
the person needing prayer; otherwise, the name will be removed after a couple of months. 

 

Thank you to all who remember those named on our prayer lists.  Only God knows how many 
are blessed because you care enough to pray.  

   

ST. LUKE’S UNITED METHODIST CHURSH 
DENTON, MD  
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