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Musings from Pastor Dan 

 

I am often amused at the ways in 

which cultures that are moving 

away from Christianity try to change 

certain things. For example, when 

celebrations such as Easter or 

Christmas come around every year, 

there are those who refuse to name 

the celebratory season, but instead 

simply call them holidays. Cultural-

ly, the word holiday means “day 

off,” but in reality, the word is a 

compound of holy and day that can 

be traced back to about 950 A.D. or 

C.E. with the old English term 

“haligdaeg.”  Notice I wrote A.D. or 

C.E.  C.E. is another interesting 

change in order to get away from 

A.D. But why?    

 

The designation C.E. and B.C.E. was 

popularized during the late 1900’s 

by academic and scientific publica-

tions, and more generally by pub-

lishers and numerous authors em-

phasizing secularism and through 

their desire to show sensitivity to 

non-Christians.  

C.E. is typically understood to mean 

“Common Era”.  It is a replacement for 

A.D., an abbreviation for anno domini, 

meaning, “In the Year of our Lord.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yet, C.E. can also mean “Current Era” 

and “Christian Era.”  The use of C.E. 

can be found as early as 1708 in Eng-

lish writings, and can be traced back 

to Latin usage among European Chris-

tians to 1615.  So, the use of the ab-

breviation is not new, but its populari-

zation is.  The reason for it quite simp-

ly is because it does not explicitly 

make use of religious titles for Jesus, 

such as "Christ" and Domin- ("Lord"), 

which are used in the B.C./A.D. nota-

tion, nor does it give implicit expres-

sion to the Christian creed that Jesus 

is the Christ, even though its origins 

was founded among Christians. 

 

 



 

 

So, once again, those trying to eliminate any ves-

tige of Christianity have only fooled themselves, 

for even if C.E. only meant Common Era, the de-

lineation of the time periods is still Christ’s birth.  

In point of fact, the substitution of B.C./A.D. to 

B.C.E./C.E. is nothing more than a euphemism 

that conceals certain political implications 

(political correctness) without recognizing or 

changing the source of the conflict: Christ.   

 

Furthermore, the C.E./B.C.E. designation uses the 

same year-numbering system introduced by a 6th-

century Christian Monk Exiguss, who also started 

A.D. designation.  So, whether one writes A.D. 

2022 or 2022 C.E., it is still 2022 years after the 

birth of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Does the use of A.D. or C.E. really matter?  For 

some it does, for others it does not, and still oth-

ers simply don’t care one way or the other.  

 

I don’t know where you fall on the topic and I 

hope at the very least you found this a bit inter-

esting.  If not:  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                       

   Peace. 
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On Sunday, March 27th, St. Luke’s welcomed four “new” members into our community through 
the Rite of Confirmation—Julia Beaven, Noah Bures, Wes Thomason, and Will Thomason. 
 

Congratulations to these young people for their dedicated study of the Bible, the Discipline of the 
UMC, and the Hymnal; and their mature examination their own faith in God.  And thank you to their 
able leader in faith formation, Mr. Walter Palmer! 
 

Excerpts from the Rite of Confirmation: 

Through the sacrament of Baptism, we are initiated into Christ’s holy Church. 
We are incorporated into God’s mighty acts of salvation and given new birth through water and the spirit. 

All this is God’s gift, offered to us without price. 
 

Through confirmation, we renew the covenant declared at our baptism, 
Acknowledge what God is doing for us, and 

Affirm our commitment to Christ’s holy Church. 
 

Pastor: Members of the household of God, I commend these persons to your love and care.   
Do all in your power to increase their faith, confirm their hope, and perfect them in love.  

 

With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of Christ. 
We will surround these persons with a community of love and forgiveness, 

That they may grow in their trust of God, and be found faithful in their service to others. 
We will pray for them, that they may be true disciples who walk in the way that leads to life.  

We give thanks for all that God has already given you, and we welcome you in Christian love. 
As members together with you in the body of Christ and in this congregation of the united  

Methodist Church, we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the Church  
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,  

that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.  
 

Growing in Faith from Birth through Adulthood 
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 “For just as the body is one and has many members,  
and all the members of the body, though many, are one body,  

so it is with Christ.  
 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body— 

Jews or Greeks, slaves or free— 
and all were made to drink of one Spirit. “ 

(1 Corin 12:12-13) 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Our Shared Life  
As the Body of Christ 
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Palm Sunday Services, April 10th 

at 8:30am, 9:40am, 11am 
 

Holy Thursday, April 14th at 7pm 
 

Denton Cross Walk, April 15th at 12pm 

(starts at St. Luke’s) 

Good Friday Service,  

April 15th at 7pm  
 

Easter Sunday Service, April 17th 

at 8:30am, 9:40am, 11am 

 

 

Saturday, 

April 16th 9am-12pm 

New St 

Luke’s  

Directory 

Coming in 

June 2022  
Saturday, May 7th at 8am 



 

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church 
Summary of Leadership Meeting March 17th, 2022 

 
 
 
Report from the Property and Investment Management Team 

• Jim Orr presented and leadership reviewed a quote from Key One and Safe House Security for in-
stalling a security system at St. Luke’s (key card entry, cameras, change existing outside locks, Airsoft 
“buzz-in” system). Pastor Dan will meet with the Trustees to discuss costs and to make arrangements.  

 

Report from the Fund Management Team  (by Louise Webb, Treasurer) 

• Leadership discussed getting air conditioning  in 2nd floor rooms with remaining balance in memorial 
fund for Sunday School 

• It was decided to explore using choir robe funds for bell maintenance. 

• Income and expenses look good; still healthy balance in account 

• Linda Turner/Special Accts reported that Reach organizations will receive $300 each at end of March. 
 

Staff Parish Relations Team -  From Pastor Dan 

• Pastor Dan has compiled a list of people for a temporary nominating team and this team will begin to 
assess where leadership positions need to be filled and recommend members for those positions.  Pastor 
Dan will then work with leadership for training on key roles and responsibilities so that it is clear who is 
responsible for what in our church organization.  

• Development is underway for a position of Youth Minister and/or Director of Lay Ministries; having 
this person on staff will enable St. Luke’s to have a greater impact on the growth of our church and on our 
witness to the  Denton community. 

 
New Business:   
 

  
Planning Meeting Schedule  

• Leadership scheduled two meetings to work with the list of suggestions generated by the congrega-
tion in November 

• 1st meeting prioritize ideas  is April 3rd  (12:15 - 1:15) 

• 2nd meeting goal setting/action items is April 24th (12:15 - 1:15) 
Pastoral Updates 

• There are 82 “charges”  in the Upper Shore District (110 churches).  Only 10 are served by or-
dained elders (all others are served by local licensed pastors, and we will be losing some of them in 
the next year.)  In this context and for this reason, St. Luke’s could then get attached to another 
church (many consolidations will happen in the district.) 

• Pastor Dan again encouraged everyone to stay focused on our ministry and on what God is calling 
us to do (don't focus on the broken system).  The official discipline of the Methodist church is still a 
good discipline (it has not changed to be outside the word of God) and we will continue to use it. 

• The Council of Bishops has sent a request to the Judicial Council to rule on the question of whether 
a whole conference in the US can split from the church (like in other countries.)  He will keep leader-
ship and the parish updated on those developments 
• We will have the Cross walk again on Good Friday (more info to come) and it will start at St. 
Luke’s at 12pm 

  
Follow up to last month’s discussion of communication 

• Discussed how to continue to improve communication and Pastor Dan reported a regular task at 
Staff meetings is to make sure any changes in regular worship gets communicated way ahead of time 
(The agenda and minutes are shared with those who may not be on staff but are impacted.) 
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Looking for an unplugged environment where your camper 
will build their faith, character and independence? Allow 
them to experience genuine, inclusive community at Camp 
Pecometh's Christian summer camps. Living our mission of God
-inspired, life-changing experiences, campers make memories 
for a lifetime and come back year after year.  
 

From day camps to half and full weeks of overnight camps for  
Kindergarten through 11th grade, there's a program for all inter-
ests.  

 
    New camps added this year include:  
 

               Full STEAM Ahead  
(Science, technology, engineering, art & math) 
 

       Late Night with Jesus (for older teens) 
                    Music & Drama 
                    Paddle Palooza 
                         Sailing 
                        Top Chef 
 

 

 

If you are interested in a Camp Scholarship from 
St. Luke’s that covers most of the cost, please reg-
ister your child(ren) for a camp session, pay the 
registration fee, and return a Scholarship Request 
Form to Pastor Dan or the office.   

For more information about camps offered and registra-

tion, visit the Pecometh website at www.pecometh.org. 

http://www.pecometh.org
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Almighty God, we pray that [Names]  
may be comforted in their suffering  
and made whole. 
     When they are afraid,   
 give them courage; 
     when they feel weak,  
 grant them your strength; 
     when they are afflicted,  
 afford them patience; 
     when they are lost, offer them hope; 
     when they are alone,  
 move us to their side; 
     In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. 
 Amen.  

(The United Methodist Book of Worship #621)  

Prayer Concerns  

Peg O’Brien, Regina Dongell, Wanda Vincent, Laura Patrick, Patty Thomason, Jimmy and Diane Johnson, Willie Roe, 
Tina Kenney, Renee Barringer, Dallas Brown, Tony Keating, Tom Applegarth, Taylor Moody, Jim Kline, Glenn and 
Cricket Williams, Sandy Stubbs, Baby Eli Hanes, Sharon Eaton, Grea Curtis, Martin Retzolk, Alan Flynn, Beth 
Homesley, Martha Ann Shuler, Sonny and Nancy Callahan, Bruce Hastings, Pastor Greg Barrier, Annistan Roten, Pot-
sy Kemp, Mike Alexander, Helen Vogt, Hollis Cantwell, Archie Carroll, Sylvia Holland, Lisa Barge, Carol Stockley, Hay-
den Semans, Elaine Friel, our country, and the people of Ukraine. 
 

Sympathy to the family and friends of those who have passed away since the March issue of the Voice:  Shirley Lee, 
Lois Usilton, Carrie Abrams, Elmer Willey, Paul Turkington and the people of Ukraine. 

Prayers for those serving in the U.S. Military: John Biddle, Chelsea Bunker, Seth Gill, Ethan Lister, JR Mann, Mitchell 
Mann, Matthew Parker, and Andrew Robbins. 

To add names to any of our lists, we ask that you either call (410-479-2171), e-mail (stlukes@goeaston.com), or drop
-off/mail to 100 South 5th Avenue, Denton.  Please be sure to include your name and telephone number so that we 
can contact you regarding the status of the person needing prayer; otherwise, the name will be removed after a cou-
ple of months. 

You may notice that quite a few names have been removed from our prayer list, even some in nursing homes.  The 
prayer team is continuing to remember them in prayer; however, if they are stable and in a long-term care situation, 
we have removed them from the public list as the list is very long.  That is true of home bound patients as well.   We 
have many also on our list who ask for prayer, but do not wish to be on the public list.  Please know that we try to 
honor all requests and often call for updates.  If someone has been in a stable situation in a nursing home or is 
homebound, please contact us if that changes.  Thanks for your care, concerns, and prayers for our church family 
members and beyond. 

mailto:stlukes@goeaston.com
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       Out                    REACH 
Reaching out to the needy in our community with the love and compassion of Christ 

 
St. Luke’s parishioners have been generous over the years in giving to the REACH fund, which benefits six 
local charitable organizations. You’ve probably noticed REACH envelopes in the bulletins or on Ignite ta-
bles the last Sunday of each month; we send 100% of what has been collected to those six organizations (in 
2020-2021, we donated a little over $6000.) 
 
Each organization is a non-profit doing good work in the local community to address the needs of the poor, 
the homeless (or those at risk of homelessness), and the dying, with the exception of one international organi-
zation, which is addressing those same needs in impoverished communities across the globe.  What you will 
find below is a sketch of the mission and work of each, as well as links to more information should you want 
to dig a little deeper (especially to volunteer!) 
 
Samaritan House 
This thrift shop is run by a non-profit called “United Concerned Chris-
tians” and is supported primarily by the profits from the sale of items 
donated, as well as financial donations from local churches and organiza-
tions.  It is run by volunteers (and could always use more!) Samaritan 
House’s mission is to provide gently used clothing and household items, 
as well as a food bank, to lower income families for a reasonable cost.  
There are some clients who qualify for vouchers and are able to access 
clothing and food for free.  Samaritan House needs new volunteers to 
help run the shop 1-3 hours when it is open or to help with the sorting 
and setting up of donated goods.  You can contact the manager Claire at 410-479-1251. 
 

His Hope Ministries 
This Christian non-profit is new to our list of organizations we support and we 
have worked with them quite a bit over the last year, referring people who have 
needs beyond the Pastor’s Discretionary fund or who need housing, counseling, 
or other resources.  His Hope Ministries’ primary mission is to fight homeless-
ness, especially in crisis situations. They provide emergency shelter and food, 
as well as case management for individuals and families to create a plan to 
move out of crisis and into safety and security.  They welcome non-monetary 
items as well as help providing meals for the residents at the shelter (they have a 
MealTrain link and a list of the most needed items on their website https://
hishopeministries.org/ ) 

 
 
Denton Child Development Center 
DCDC serves 2 to10 year old children with Pre-K and Kindergarten pro-
grams and before and after school programs for elementary aged chil-
dren. DCDC is a non-profit and strives to keep tuition reasonably priced 
for parents who need daycare or want early leaning preschool programs, 
so the tuition mainly covers salaries and the costs of facility mainte-
nance. Our donations help to replace “well loved” toys and purchase 
classroom learning material and outdoor play equipment that wear out 
(like balls and buckets.) St. Luke’s helped start this organization in the 
1970’s and has been a steady supported ever since. 

https://hishopeministries.org/
https://hishopeministries.org/
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Compass Hospice (Caroline County) 
Compass provides a collection of grief support 
programs and services for the families of patients, 
as well as members of the community, who are 
grieving the death of a loved one. These services 
have a common focus— rekindling hope and facil-
itating healing. This includes support groups, one-
on-one counseling, in-school support, and more. 

All grief support services are free of charge and funded by donations from supporters. Get more infor-
mation at their website: compassregionalhospice.org  
 
 
 
 
United Methodist Board of Childcare 
(Denton Youth Campus) 
The Eastern Shore Campus of UMBC provides services to male youth, ages 14 to 20. Residents are giv-
en therapeutic, academic and behavioral support to help them overcome emotional and behavioral is-
sues so they can function responsibly in the community after discharge. Youth on the Denton campus 

live in two cottages, each containing eight single 
rooms.  Shared common areas  help create a sense of com-
munity within the unit and provide practical space to teach 
life skills, such as cooking, laundry, and computer/internet 
use. There are a wide variety of options the treatment team 
may consider as they craft the immediate therapeutic goals 
as well as the discharge plan. https://

www.boardofchildcare.org/services/residential/denton/  
 
 
 
 
Lifetime Wells International 
Lifetime Wells International improves the quality 
of life for communities in Ghana and Tanzania by 
providing access to safe drinking water. They envi-
sion a world where death and disease caused 
by unsafe drinking water are eliminated and com-
munities are lifted out of extreme poverty through 
the power of clean water.  https://
www.lifetimewellsinternational.org/  

file:///C:/Users/Stluk/Documents/2022%20Voice/April%202022%20Voice/ompassregionalhospice.org
https://www.boardofchildcare.org/services/residential/denton/
https://www.boardofchildcare.org/services/residential/denton/
https://www.lifetimewellsinternational.org/
https://www.lifetimewellsinternational.org/


 

       

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
       
 

 
 
 
 
 

   1 2 
 

3 
 

      
8:30  Trad’l Worship  
9:30 Sunday School 
9:40 Ignite Worship 
11:00 Trad’l Worship  

4 
 

12pm AA 
5:30pm           
Exercise 
7:30pm NA 

5 
 
   7pm AA 

6 
 

10am Prayer Team 
1pm Cookies & 
Cards 
5:30pm Exercise 
6pm Bells  
7pm Praise Band  
7:30pm Choir 

7 
 

6:30pm Boy 
Scouts 

8 9 
 
 
 

10 
 

PALM SUNDAY  
 

8:30  Trad’l Worship  
9:30 Sunday School 
9:40 Ignite Worship 
11:00 Trad’l Worship  

11 
 
 
12pm AA 
5:30pm          
Exercise 
7:30pm NA 

12 
 
 

6:30 UMW 
Meeting 

 
     7pm AA 

13 
 

10am Prayer Team 
5:30pm Exercise 
6pm Bells  
7pm Praise Band  
7:30pm Choir 

14 
 

 

7pm Holy 
Thursday    
Service 

15 
 

12pm Denton  
CrossWalk 

 

7pm Good  
Friday     
Service 

16 
 

9am-11am 
Share Shop 

11am-12:30pm 
Breaking Bread 

17 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 
 

 

8:30  Trad’l Worship  
9:40 Ignite Worship 
11:00 Trad’l Worship  

18 
 
 

12pm AA 
5:30pm      
Exercise 
7:30pm NA 

19 
 

 
 
7pm AA 
 
 

20 
 

10am Prayer Team 
5:30pm Exercise 
6pm Bells  
7pm Praise Band  
7:30pm Choir 

21 
 

6:30pm Boy 
Scouts 

 
7:30 Church 

Council 

22 
 

Voice Deadline 

23 
 

24 
 

8:30  Trad’l Worship  
9:30 Sunday School 
9:40 Ignite Worship 
11:00 Trad’l Worship  

 25 
 

12pm AA 
5:30pm      
Exercise 
7:30pm NA 

 
 

26 
 

8am –2pm 
Caroline 

Cares     
Resource 

Day 
 

7pm AA 

27 

 
10am Prayer Team 
5:30pm Exercise 
6pm Bells  
7pm Praise Band  
7:30pm Choir 

28 
 

6:30pm Boy 
Scouts 

29 30 
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Operation Christmas Child: Why $9? 

As we look forward to a shoebox packing party at St. Luke’s this Fall, we invite you to contribute 

gift items for boys ages 10-14, and in addition, we ask for much-needed financial support, which 

includes a $9 donation per box.  You might ask, what is the $9 donation?  There are four differ-

ent ways your donation supports getting shoeboxes into the hands of children in need in the US 

and around the world. 

1. Collection - There are close to 5,000 drop-off locations and trucks transporting shoeboxes to eight pro-

cessing centers across the US. 

2.  Processing  -  Warehouses are secured so that thousands of volunteers can serve as “Customs inspec-

tors” and prepare the shoeboxes for international travel. 

3.  Shipping - Cartons travel to over 100 countries via ships, trucks, and airplanes. 

4. Gospel Materials - The Greatest Gift Gospel Booklets are written in the 

children’s language and distributed along with shoebox gifts. 
 

Thank you for your support of shoebox items and $9 shipping donations! 

Please write your check to St. Luke’s with OCC written on the memo. 
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AMY CROUSE MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP  

On September 20, 2002, Amy Danielle Crouse 
passed away after a long courageous battle with 
cancer. She was the twenty-six year old daughter 
of Dan and Ruth Crouse of Denton. Amy graduated 
from NCHS in 1994. She is remembered for her 
gentle willing spirit, her positive attitude, and her 
great sense of humor. It was Amy's unfulfilled 
wish to be able to return to college.  

This memorial fund scholarship will provide 
$1,000 to selected applicants who will be going to 
college or to another institution of higher educa-
tion.  

To apply, please submit a typed essay, a mini-
mum of one page with a maximum of two pag-
es long, to your NCHS guidance counselor or 
the Denton St. Luke's United Methodist Church 
secretary by Tuesday, April 12, 2022.  

 

The contents of your essay should include the 
dreams you have for your future and how you 
plan to meet them. Do not put your name on 
the essay.  

Peninsula-Delaware   

Conference 

Higher Education Day  

Wesley Foundation  

Scholarship 

Requirement for Application:  
 An active member of a      

Wesley Foundation Church 
within the Peninsula-
Delaware Conference.  

 
Applications available in 

the church office or by 
email 

https://www.pinterest.com/OperationChristmasChild/shoebox-ideas-for-boys-10-14/
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Mother’s Day Geraniums 2022 
 

Dedicate geraniums to beautify the Sanctuary for        
MOTHER’S DAY, on Sunday, May 8th. The cost for a     
6” pot is $8.00, and this year we will order a variety of  
colors and you can pick which color you want when you take 
your plant home. 
  
Please make your check payable to U.M.W. of St. Luke’s 
and place your order in the offering plate or mail it to:  St. 
Luke’s U.M. Church, 100 S. Fifth Ave., Denton, MD 21629.  
 
The order deadline is Tuesday, April 26, 2021. 

 
 

Your Name: ______________________________________________________  

Phone __________________________ 

Total number of plants: _____ 
 
 

In Honor of________________________________________________              

Given by__________________________________________________        

In Honor of________________________________________________              

Given by__________________________________________________     

            

Given in Memory of_________________________________________ 

Given by __________________________________________________ 

Given in Memory of_________________________________________ 

Given by __________________________________________________    

              

I will pick up my plant(s) after 8:30 am worship on Mother’s Day________. 

I will pick up my plant(s) after 11:00 am worship on Mother’s Day _______.  

You may plant, or give it/them to the nursing home _______. 

          



 

     

  St. Luke’s United Methodist Church  

    100 South Fifth Avenue 

     Denton, Maryland  21629 

_________________________________ 

   410-479-2171 

   email: stlukes@goeaston.net 
  

 

Return Service Requested 

To: 
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St. Luke’s UMC Staff 

Rev. Dan T. Gedman– Pastor 

Administrative Assistant: Carrie Soldano 

Director of Music: Becky Zinser                           

Director of Ignite Band: Alicia Weippert 

Nursery Coordinator: Alex Penn 

Sexton: Denny Weaver 

Visit St. Luke’s Online at 

www.stlukesdenton.org  

or on Facebook 

 


