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THE VOICE

JUNE/JULY 2022 THE SEASON OF PENTECOST

Musings from Pastor Dan

The church is unique. Itis
unique for a number of reasons, but
most importantly, it is unique because
it is the only institution in the world
directly established by God. The first
use of the word church appears in
Matthew’s Gospel. Jesus, speaking to
the disciples declared that he will build
his church and that nothing shall stand

against it.

The Greek word predominately
used in the New Testament for church
is ekklesia. It is from this word that we
properly understand the meaning of
church. Literally, the term means
“called out.” Its use indicates an as-
sembly of people called together for
some purpose. As such, ekkesia as it
pertains to Jesus Christ is an assembly
of people professing trust in Christ.
Thus, any group of believers in Christ
gathered together is the church regard-
less of where they meet. This is im-
portant to understand. A serious mis-
conception persists today that defines
the church as the building where peo-
ple gather or meet. The building is not
the church; the church is the people.
The entire company of believers
throughout the world is the church uni-
versal.

The United Methodist Church is
a group of believers in Jesus Christ
united under a particular order and is
but one expression of Methodism.

Methodism in general is
an expression of the
church in this world.
Therefore, United Meth-
odists are the church
united together with oth-
er Methodists and the
church universal by our
belief in Jesus Christ as
Lord and Savior. The
2016 Book of Discipline states that, “The
visible church of Christ is a congregation
of faithful men in which the pure Word of
God is preached, and the Sacraments
duly administered according to Christ’'s
ordinance, in all those things that of ne-
cessity are requisite to the same.” The
Discipline further states, “We believe the
Christian church is the community of all
true believers under the Lordship of
Christ. We believe it is one, holy, apostol-
ic, and catholic. “It is the redemptive fel-
lowship in which the Word of God is
preached by men divinely called, and the
sacraments are duly administered accord-
ing to Christ’s own appointment. Under
the discipline of the Holy Spirit the church
exists for the maintenance of worship, the
edification of believers, and the redemp-
tion of the world.” Therefore, the church
called United Methodist exists as congre-
gations of persons who have joined as
believers in Jesus Christ, and joined as
United Methodists to spread the message
of Christ to all people through their ser-

vice and witness.
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As a church, United Methodists first acknowledge, un-
derstand, and “share with other Christians the convic-
tion that Scripture is the primary source and criterion
for Christian doctrine . . . Our standards affirm the Bi-
ble as the source for all that is ‘necessary’ and
‘sufficient’ unto salvation and ‘is to be received
through the Holy Spirit as the true rule and guide for
faith and practice.”” Thus, the Bible is the primary
source book for life lived in accordance to the will of
God. All United Methodists are required to conform
their lives to the plain meaning of Scripture. In order
to help us do that, we have The Book of Discipline.
This book contains the doctrine, law, administrative
rules, and organizational guidelines for the people
called United Methodists.

The doctrinal stand-
ards of the United Methodist
Church include three key
components. The first is the
Articles of Religion. This
series of twenty-five articles
comprise the key doctrinal
standards of our church.
These articles include state-
ments about God, the Bible,
the Sacraments, sin, and
grace. Basic Christian affir-
mations are included.

These are fundamental con-
fessions of belief that are
foundational to our faith as
Christians and practiced as Methodists. Here you find
topics such as the mystery of salvation, God’s redemp-

tive love, and the universal church.

The second key component is the Confession
of Faith. This part of United Methodist doctrine de-
rived from the joining of the Evangelical United Breth-
ren Church and the Methodist church in 1968. These
thirteen articles do not contradict the twenty-five Arti-
cles of Faith in any way. They enhance doctrinal un-
derstanding and provide additional valuable infor-
mation that furthers Christian understanding.

The General Rules of Our United Societies
comprises the third key component of United Method-
ist Doctrine. These rules are designed as a
“discipline” for Methodists to help us “flee from the
wrath to come.” They are intended to provide a struc-
tured approach to life so the people called Methodist
might be less likely to fall away from God and move on
to perfection. A study of these rules will reveal that
many of them are directly biblical, such as, “The taking
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name of the Lord in vain.” Other rules are derived and
understood from the character and integrity of God as
demonstrated in the Scripture. For example, “It is ex-
pected of all who continue in these societies that they
should continue to evidence their desire of salvation,
Secondly: By doing good; by being in every kind merci-
ful after their power; as they have opportunity, doing
good of every possible sort.”

The Discipline also contains church law. This
law is not much different from societal law. This com-
ponent helps the church work through an understand-
ing of the relationships among the various members,
congregations, conferences, and all related polity is-
sues.

The organizational and administrative guide-
lines and rules set forth in the Discipline provide for
unified yet flexible ways and means for conducting
ministry at the various levels of the church.

In general, the Discipline is a “how to” book.
In this instance, it is a how to be a United Methodist
book. The information ranging from our history to
membership requirements is invaluable to persons
wishing to become a United Methodist and should be
studied by all United Methodists. You will find that
just a rudimentary understanding of the Discipline will
take you a long way to understanding why we do what
we do and how to do it.

If you are interested in reading the Discipline, you may
access it on-line at:

https://www.ctcumc.org/files/fileshare/2016-book-of-
discipline.pdf

P T

1 Matthew 16:18.
2 The United Methodist Church, The Book of Discipline of The
United Methodist Church
iCatholic means universal.
Ibid., 73.
5 lbid., 84.
®Tbid., 77.
"Tbid., 78. Also see Exodus 20:7.
81bid.,79.
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Faith Formation
Growing in Faith from Birth through Adulthood
Thank-you to our

Sunday School
Teachers!!

PreK & Kindergarten:
Amanda & Chuck Dean

Elementary: Stacey Reid,
Rosalind Parker, Marie
Stewart, Carrie Soldano

Middle School: Walt Palmer
Nursery: Alex Penn

SUNDAY schoot |

MAKE A

diffsonce

On June 12th, we will recognized St. Luke’s
students who have graduated from high school
or college (at all services.)

X ma‘At\ /AN Jal

| 3rd Grade Bible
Presentation

Sunday, June 5th
Pastor Dan will present each 3rd grade
student with a personally engraved Bible.

Holy Bilbe
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News from
St. Luke’s

United
Methodist
Women

Thank you to all who have placed
orders for our Maryland beaten bis-
cuits fundraiser - The 200 dozen
biscuits, to be made by Jack & Ruth
Moore, have all been sold!

Our next meeting of the UMW will
be held on Tuesday, June 14 at
6:30. All women of the church are
welcome to attend.
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Our Shared Life

As the Body of Christ

Special Charge Conference
For St. Luke’s Church
Thursday, July 7th @ spm

To discuss and vote upon
the Trustee’s Resolution
to sell the parsonage

Don’t miss seeing the
Ignite Praise Band downtown
on Thursday, June 16th!!

May 19th Music: Reagan Kent| Rita's Italian Ice
June 16th Music: Ignite |Rita's Italian Ice| Taco Jardin

Sign up to help at the St. Luke’s
Summerfest Table!

1-2 hours between 4pm- Spm
Aug 19 8 20

Greet people with a St. Luke’s Smile
and hand out brochures,

pens, balloons, etc.
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St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
Summary of Leadership Meeting May 19th, 2022 LEADERSHIP

MEETING

Team Reports:

Property and Investment Management (Barbara Little)

e A Security System will be installed at the church over the summer and the outside locks will be rekeyed. Once the
system is in place, leadership will develop policies & processes for accessing the building.

e We have contacted a company to repair the damage to the steeple and our insurance will cover most of the costs.

e Georges Green Thumb is coming in to do a spring clean-up.

e Trustees met with and reviewed fund investments with Meryl Lynch rep - We have safe, modified, diversified
holdings and plan to make no changes. The balance currently is a little over $1 million.

Mission and Ministry Team (Patti Burton)

e Operation Christmas Child has planned a Christmas in July program, which will be promoted through church
communications.

Fund Management Team (Louise Webb and Linda Turner)

e Monthly Income & Expense statement reviewed by leadership.

e An audit of all financial records is recommended (annually). It has been three years since our last one and ASG
can do this audit.

e It was recommended to hire a bookkeeper to assist the new Treasurer with reconciliation and financial oversight
(25/hr a month)

e Memorial Fund Balance reviewed (no changes since last month).

e Special Account: Louise made a motion to add His Hope Ministries to Reach Fund and take off defunct Tuckahoe
Habitat for Humanity. Motion seconded by Patti Burton.

Staff Parish Relations Team - NA
New Business:
On-line Church Directory (Carrie Soldano)

e An online Church Directory was discussed and a trial run approved for updating the church directory for 2022.
Information will be available in July for accessing the directory by app or website, and there will be a printed
version as well.

Reviewed plans for the items identified in recent Leadership planning sessions

¢ Discussed starting a Stephen Ministry at St. Luke’s -Training for visitations and pastoral care. The office will
get information to leadership about enrollment and training.

e  We would like to have our church picnic at Pecometh and Patti Burton will find out what dates are available.

e We are looking for volunteers as Liturgists for the first part of the Ignite service so Pastor can do a children’s
chapel prior to Sunday School, and there will be a sign-up sheet for volunteers.

e Paula Penn will start the Cherubs Choir in the fall.

e It was discussed asking a few of our twenty-something members to head up Summerfest.

Other

Skates will be given to a local roller rink
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Louise Webb—Faithful Servant

Louise will be moving to Kentucky in June, and she will
be missed in so many ways! Over the years, Louise has
served St. Luke’s in a variety of roles, and in each one
she has modeled joyful and steadfast faith, genuine
humility, and the desire for lifelong learning about
God. Louise has been one of the leaders of our Sun-
day School class for many years, serves on the
UMW, has been our Treasurer for the past several years, and
is responsible for getting St. Luke’s folks connected with the excel-
lent opportunity to join Community Bible Study.

We send you forth, Louise, with our gratitude and our blessings!

The LoRD bless you and keep you;
the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
the LoRD lift up his face upon you and give you peace.

(Numbers 6:24-26)

The Denton Good Friday
Crosswalk was a success!
Thank you to those of you who participated!

EASTER

Cross Walk brmgs out faithful in Denton

BY TOM MCCALL
tmccall@chespub.com

Y TOM MCCALL

throug| h sueus of Denton on Good
people from church

There are Spanish, PHOTO BY TOM MCCALL
American and Cau- J0hN Robhhshfrontandﬂm Strack in red help carry the
: out of the St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Church.
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%\I/Ios’g[ merciful God, you hold each of us dear to your
eart.

Hold Name(s f in your Joving arms
and tender] ﬁldraw them into your love )
together with all who are living with life-threatening
illness.
Assure them that they are not alone,

and give them courage and faith for all that is to come.

Strengthen those who care for them and treat them,
and guide those who do research.

“PRAY
W\ THoUuT

A\ ,N 6 We pray this in the name of Jesus, who suffered and died,

and then rose from the dead to lead us into new life,
now and for ever. Amen.

Nourish those who have lost sight of you,
and heal the spirits of those who are broken.

(The United Methodist Book of Worship #627)

Prayer Concerns for June & July 2022

Pat Browne, Susan Algier, Elaine Orme, Shea, Joe Thomas, Shirley Mandrell, Lisa Barge,
Sheila Orr, AJ Mason, Sandy Stubbs, Janet Bassford, Glenn and Cricket Williams, Freddie
Adams, Jr, Regina Dongell, Laura Patrick, Jimmy and Diane Johnson, Tina Kenney, Renee
Barringer, Tony Keating, Tom Applegarth, Taylor Moody, Grea Curtis, Alan Flynn, Martha
Ann Shuler, Pastor Greg Barrier, Potsy & Kelly Kemp, Sylvia Holland, Elaine Friel, our
country, and the people of Ukraine.

Sympathy to the family and friends of those who have passed away since the May issue
of the Voice including the Spiker family and Kaylee Johnson.

Prayers for those serving in the U.S. Military: John Biddle, Chelsea Bunker, Seth Gill,
Ethan Lister, Teagan Lister, JR Mann, Mitchell Mann, Matthew Parker, and Andrew Rob-
bins.

You may notice that quite a few names have been removed from our prayer list, even
some in nursing homes. The prayer team is continuing to remember them in prayer;
however, if they are stable and in a long-term care situation, we have removed them from
the public list as the list gets very long. That is true of home bound patients as well. We
have many also on our list who ask for prayer, but do not wish to be on the public list.

Please know that we honor all requests and often call for updates.

Reminder: Ifyou offer a prayer during one of the worship services that you would like to
added to prayer concerns list, please complete a prayer card or contact card. Thank you!!
(We have a hard time hearing prayer requests on Sunday!)
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Sun Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
10am Prayer Team
5:30pm Exercise
7pm Praise Band
7:30 pm Choir
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
PENTECOST 12pm AA 7pm AA 10am Prayer Team
, . 5:30pm 5:30pm Exercise
8:30 Trad’l Worship | Exercise SUMMER | 7pm Praise Band
9:30 Sunday School 7:30pm NA OFFICE
9:40 Ignite Worship HOURS START
11:00 Trad’l Worship TUES, WED,
3rd GRADE BIBLES THURS
8:30-4:30
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
. , . 10am Prayer Team
8:30 ST ra((il ! V\870}1;sh11p 12pm AA 7pm AA 5:30pm Exercise
9:30 sunday 5choo 5:30pm 7pm Praise Band
9:40 Ignite WOI‘ShlP Exercise 7:30 pm Choir
11:00 Trad’l Worship ~:30pm NA
GRADUATE
RECOGNITION
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Voice
8:30 Trad’l Worship 12pm AA 10am Prayer Team Deadline
9:40 Ignite Worship 5:30pm  Ex- 7pm AA 5:30pm Exercise
9:30 Sunday School ercise 7pm Praise Band
11:00 Trad’l Worship | 7:30pm NA
FATHERS DAY
26 27 28 29 30
8:30 Trad’l Worship 10am Prayer Team
9:40 Ignite Worship » b vo 5:30pm Exercise
9:30 Sunday School 9 ef Wt xF ®- " 7pm Praise Band
11:00 Trad’l Worship * . ' v

¥
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=

—
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u
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e
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu  Fri Sat
1 2
Summer Office
Hours
Mon, Tues, Wed v B
8:30am—4:30pm 0 a ’
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Communion 7pm AA | 10am Prayer Team |5 PM Office
. ; : 12pm AA 5:30pm Exercise SPECIAL Open
8:30 Trad’l Worship !
. : : 5:30pm 7pm Praise Band CHARGE
9:40 Ignite Worship Fxerci CONFER.
11:00 Trad’l Worship XEICISE 3
7:30pm NA ENCE
10 11 12 13 14 15
. , . 10am Prayer Team
8:30 Trad'l Worship |5, ap 7pm AA | 5:30pm Exercise
9:40 Ignlte’ Worship 5:30pm 7pm Praise Band
11:00 Trad’l Worship Exercise
7:30pm NA
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Office Office Office
8:30 Trad’l Worship |12pm AA Closed Closed Closed
9:40 Ignite Worship 5:30pm
11:00 Trad’l Worship | Exercise 7pm AA  |10am Prayer Team
7:30pm NA 5:30pm Exercise
7pm Praise Band
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
8:30 Trad’l Worship Office Open 10am Prayer Team /
9:40 Ignite Worship 12pm AA 5:30pm Exercise
11:00 Trad’l Worship |5:30pm 7pm Praise Band
Exercise
7:30pm NA Voice Deadline
31 1 2 3
10:00 Worship 12pm AA 1pm Cookies &
5:30pm Cards
Exercise
7:30pm NA




New St Luke’s
Directory

July 2022

Operation
Christmas Child
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At the May leadership meeting, it was de-
cided to experiment with an Online Church
Directory for St. Luke’s.

In July, each member/friend of St. Luke’s
will get login instructions to access the
directory through an app or a website.
Each person/family can edit their profile,
verify information is correct and decide
what info is public, and can also upload a
picture for the directory (or leave the photo
section blank.)

Once everyone has had a chance to edit
their profile, the directory will be printed
and available to everyone just like in prior
years (and the directory will continue to be
available via an app or website.)

Church members can get assistance
through the office with accessing or edit-
ing their directory information!

One of the benefits of the online directory
is it will enable Pastor Dan or the office to
send out community-wide voice or text
messages as reminders or in the event of
emergencies.

Christmas is Coming In July!

Do you ever get stumped about what to include
in an Operation Christmas Child shoebox??
Well, when you come to worship every Sunday
in July, you will see a Christmas tree covered
with lots ideas. If you are a shopper, please con-
sider donating items in bulk for our Fall packing
party, and place them in the collection box next
to the tree.

If you are not a shopper but wish to contribute
financially, we would like to purchase a deflated
soccer ball and air pump for 100 shoeboxes, with
your support.

Help us fill our collection boxes to fill shoeboxes
this Fall!



THE VOICE

FINANCE
UPDATE

5t Luke's United Methodist Church Treasarer's Rapm‘l
For Period January through December 20292 as of April 30, 2022

Actual
Inconia or

Annual Budget Expense Ta

Variance  5/B 33%

Description 2032 Dt
Income
Offerings I5LEL300 $2,070090  166,742.10
Offerings - Swnday Schaal 100.00 0.00 10000
Interest Income 30.00 1297 17.03
Bullding Lise 4,000.00 2,055.00 1,945.00
Total Incoms 25594300 B4,138.87 171.804.13
Expenses
PFastor Expenses
Salary 53, 740,00 19,333.32 40,4065.68
Travel Reimbursement 000 0.00
Cabla TV at parsonage 0,00 0.0
Hospitalization/ Dental 18,676.00 706400  11,812.00
Blshop's Retreat 0.00 0.00
Continuing Education 0.00 0.00
Penaion Plan 9,753.00 3,265.80 6,487.20
Fastor Expenses - other 0.00 0.00
Tatal Pastor Expenses BB,369.00 29,663.12 5B,705.88
Siaff Expenses
Shaff Salarias 77,254.00 18,34592 57,908,08
Wage and Tax Expenses 772500 2,245.79 547921
Worker's Compensation 1,000,060 935.00 65.00
Expensas - gther 0.00
al Staff Expenses 8597900 1252671 &345L19
Other Operational Expenses
Accounting & Legal B00.00 92.03 707.97
Anrual Confarence EXpanse S00.00 500,00
Christian Education/Sunday School 1,200.00 57.89 1,132.11
Conference Apportionments 22,868.00 7,060.00 15,B0B.00
Easton District Office 137200 1,343.00 29,00
Janitorial Supplies B00.00 389.06 410,94
Elesctricity/Oil 15,700.00 45703 1113771
Equipmert Rental B Malntanance 440000 1,020 3,399.860
Kitchen/ParsonageFusl 220000 162278 577.22
Grass and Shrubbery Maintanance 3,500.00 65500 2,845.00
Insurance 10,000.00 B584.00 1,015.00
lMaintenance and Repalrs 5,.200.00 31.40 5,.168.60
Miscellanaous 700.00 0.00 F00.00
Music Committes £00.00 11725 68275
MYF Fragram 200,00 200,00
Office Supplles 1,500.00 223.50 127650
Postags 1,300.00 213 137787
Pastor/Organist, Substitubes Q.00
Pastor's Moving Exp Escrow Acct 0.0a
Steweardship 1,300,00 53165 768,35
Telephone & Ingemat 2,700.00 1,155.79 154421
Water and Sawar 1,755.00 268,26 1,486,749
Spiritual Life 1,800.00 238 1,797.62
Warship Materials 1,000,00 49,90 950,10
Total Operational Expenses 81,595.00 2818851 5340649
Total Expenses 255,943.00 8037834 175564.66
Income over Expenses 0.00 3,760.53 (3,760.53)

32.509%,

43.23%
51.33%
32.87%

32.36%
0005
0.00%

37.428%)
.00
(.00

33.49%

25.04%
25,079/
93500

11.50%:
0.00%
5.60%

30,87

o7.89%

48.63%

29.12%

22.73%

73.76%

18.71%

B9.84%
0.E0%%
0.00%

14.66%
Ut

14.90%
1.70%
0.007%
000

40.90%:

42.B1%

15.20%
0.13%
4.99%)

31.40%
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Actual
Budget  Inconie or
Hrrouwgh Expansa To
| Apoi 2022 Date Variance

B 93767 B2 070,80 186677
3737 aoa 3333
0.6 1297 (287
1335339 209500 {721.67)
8531433 R4 ITRE7 LEIF5AdE
19.973.37 17.333.37 ERO.01
a0 a0 o0

o008 a.00 a.00
&792.00 206400 {772 o)
0.0 a.00 a0

a0 a0 260
325100 328580 {1480
o0 &.00 a00
MA5637 066312 (208.79)
2575133 19 345,92 & A0541
257500 2579 Jae
JIA3T 23500 (601.67)
oo oo oo
Z8.659.67 2152571 £132.96
Z66.67 203 178548
166,67 oo 166,67
00,00 6789 EE-R S
FEIRET 0000 Lo Xrd
45757 134300 (BES.E7)
26667 389,08 {12238}
EELEN 457229 [N
1,468.67 100020 JE6. AT
i Kkl 163278 (Ba 45}

1, 166.67 S55,.00 5i167
333337 B.0884.00 5,650,687}
173333 ] 170193
23337 & 233,33
266,67 1725 140,42
567 a0 667
50000 223.50 276,50
41753 2213 411,20
&0 &0 &

oo 000 a0
433.33 53165 (96.37)
RO.00 1. 155.79 (255, 73)
SRR 26826 Fre
SO0 258 sErE2
333.37 290 28343
2719833 28 188.51 (o9 18)
8531433  BO.I7R34 483599
o.00 3.760.53 {3, 760.53)

58 33%

07 78%

120 70%
IFT17%

S700%
ks
&%

11227
DM
RO

IO %

I00.70%

TEIT%
]
ZEO.F0%

0%
16,970
B2.65%

208,660
145,30%
87.37%
68.20%
221,299
S, 14%
250.52%

1.81%

L 00%
FB 47
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&, 70%

F1i%

LR eV
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128.42%
5. 80%

O40%
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